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Family violence — child abuse, violence against women, elder abuse and the abuse of —_¢ } ¥ 
people with disabilities — it’s not something that happens to strangers. It happens in our g 
families, among our neighbours, our friends and our co-workers. Sometimes we act as 

if it just doesn’t happen to us and the people we know. But this is not the case — none 

of us can afford to think of family violence as somebody else’s problem. 


In announcing a new Initiative on Family Violence, the federal government calls upon 
all Canadians to act, to accept individual responsibility for the prevention of family 
violence. Police officers, doctors, nurses, lawyers, social workers, teachers, all of us 
whose working lives bring us into contact with victims and offenders must play a role. 
In our personal lives we can also make a difference. We can no longer look the other 
way when someone is being threatened or hurt. When we do we become part of the 
problem. 


For too long family violence was considered to be a private matter, something that 
victims and their families kept to themselves out of shame, fear and isolation. We know 
now that family violence is a widespread and deeply-rooted problem which cuts across 
all cultures, all income levels and all religions. And it concerns all Canadians. It is not a 
private problem; it is an important public and national problem. It is up to each and 
every one of us to work to reduce the problem. 


It is not a simple twist of fate that the primary victims of family violence are children, 
women, seniors and people who are vulnerable because of a disability. The fact is that 
in our society, we do not always treat each other as equals, thus some of us are more 
vulnerable to abuse by the more powerful. No matter what laws are in place, family 
violence will not end until we view each other as having the right to security of person, 
and until we protect each other. 


Government action cannot solve the problem alone; what can the government do to 
work with others so that we can all contribute to a solution? 


Through the $25.1 million Child Sexual Abuse Initiative launched in 1986 and the $40 
million Family Violence Initiative that began in 1988, the federal government has 
worked actively with others to prevent family violence. Through these initiatives we 
have accomplished a great deal. We have: 


LJ enacted legislation to protect children against sexual abuse; 

(] created nearly 450 new shelter units to help 23,000 battered women and their 
children each year; 

C1 helped to train front-line workers across the country, in professional and volunteer 
roles, as doctors, nurses, police officers, social workers, youth leaders and many 
others; 

C1] provided support for community action through over 700 projects; and 

[] helped Canadians to begin to understand that this is a serious and widespread 
problem, which requires all our best efforts to overcome. 


A new four-year, $136-million Initiative is just getting underway. It is designed to help 
those who need help most. Canada is a richly diverse country. Action on family 
violence must reflect this diversity. This Initiative will be broad-based but will ensure 
attention to the needs of aboriginal people, residents of remote and rural parts of the 
country, members of ethnocultural minority communities and people with disabilities. 


The new Initiative takes 
aim at family violence 
on seven fronts by: 


1. 


Involving all 
Canadians and 
mobilizing 
community action 


Preventing family 
violence depends upon 
understanding what 
family violence is, why it 
occurs and what can be 
done to stop it. 
Canadians must be 
informed. Attitudes have 
to change. The federal 
government intends to 
work with others to: 


L] create new resources 
for public education; 


L] support current 
partnerships with those 
working at the heart of 
the problem such as 
women’s groups, seniors 
groups, child-serving 
organizations, aboriginal 
peoples organizations, 
front-line workers and 
provincial and territorial 
governments — through 
500 community-based 
projects; and 


L] seek new partnerships 
through 40 ventures 
with business, service 
clubs, labour, churches, 
professions, and others. 


2. 


Strengthening 
Canada’s legal 
framework 


Family violence is a 
complex social problem; 
it is also a criminal 
matter. The federal 
government, through 
the Department of 
Justice and the Ministry 
of the Solicitor General 
will: 


L] review provisions of 
the Criminal Code and the 
Divorce Act, as well as 
other legal policies to see 
if they are adequate to 
protect victims and help 
deter offenders; 


L] make available to the 
public and front-line 
workers better infor- 
mation on how Canada’s 
laws can help prevent 
family violence and 
protect victims; 


CJ assist the judiciary in 
training its members on 
the dynamics of family 

violence; 


[ ] evaluate treatment 
programs for men who 
abuse their partners to 
find out what is the best 
Way to stop violent 
behaviour; and 


L] support partnerships 
with others to seek ways 
to improve how we 
respond to family 
violence through the 
criminal justice system. 
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Establishing 
services in Indian 
reserves and Inuit 
communities 


By supporting these 
communities to find 
solutions that respect 
and enhance traditional 
native cultural values, 
the federal government 
will fund services for 
Indian and Inuit peoples. 
The federal government 
will: 


L] fund reserve com- 
munities to examine the 
nature and extent of 
family violence in their 
own communities 


[] work with com- 
munities to design and 
implement culturally 


appropriate prevention, 
protection and treatment 
services On reserve; 


L] work with over 500 
Indian reserves and Inuit 
communities to develop 
prevention programs 
including school-based 
programs for aboriginal 
children; 


[] train 2,000 existing 
health and social 
services personnel who 
work on reserves and in 
Inuit communities; 


4. 


Strengthening 
Canada’s ability to 
help victims and 
stop offenders 


The federal government 
has a direct responsi- 
bility for the RCMP and 
for federal correctional 
services, including 
offenders in federal 
institutions and those on 
conditional release in 
the community. The 
Ministry of the Solicitor 
General will: 


L] intensify training for 
800-1000 new recruits 
attending the RCMP 
Academy each year, 
officers serving in 700 
RCMP detachments 
across Canada, and staff 
and members of the 
Correctional Service of 
Canada and the National 
Parole Board; 


L] provide treatment 
services to family 
violence offenders in all 
60 federal correctional 
institutions and to 
federal offenders on 
conditional community 
release; 


L] work with police and 
their community 
partners to test new 


approaches to providing 
services that better 
protect and help victims; 


L] produce public and 
professional education 
resources to help police, 
correctional programs, 
parole staff and Parole 
Board members respond 
more effectively to 
family violence; 


[ ] assess the importance 
of family violence as a 
factor in risk assessments 
and parole decision- 
making; 


The federal government 
will also work in 
partnership with 
provincial, territorial and 
municipal governments, 
professional associations 
and community groups 
to improve services to 
victims and their 
families in the fields of 
health and social 
services. It will: 


L] support 10 major 
demonstration projects 
to find out which 
approaches help victims 
and their families and 
prevent abuse from 
recurring; 


|] help produce 
manuals, handbooks and 
guidelines for Canadian 
physicians, nurses, social 
workers, mental health 
workers and other front- 
line workers; and 


L] share, with provincial 
and territorial govern- 
ments, health and social 
service agencies and 
community groups 
across the country, 
information about what 
works so that all can 
learn from the success of 
others. 


>. 


More housing for 
abused women 
and their children 


The Canada Mortgage 
and Housing 
Corporation will: 


LI create 80-100 
emergency shelter units 
as an extension of 
Project Haven, to pro- 
vide temporary shelter 
for 4,000 women and 
children annually; and 
L] introduce a new pro- 
gram, "Next Step", to 
create 150-170 housing 
units to meet longer- 
term housing needs of 
900 abused women and 
their children. 


6. 


Better national 
information on 
the extent and 
nature of family 
violence 


L] conduct surveys 
through the Canadian 
Centre for Justice 
Statistics to build a solid 
national data base on 
family violence. 


iis 


Sharing 
information and 
solutions — 
making the 
connections 


Across the country, 
community groups, 
professionals and other 
front-line workers, and 
researchers need to 


know what others are 
doing about family 
violence. They want to 
share their successes and 
find out how others are 
solving problem in their 
communities. They need 
good, reliable 
information. 


Making sure that the 
results of research and 
other projects are shared 
widely will be a top 
priority for all federal 
departments. 


Health and Welfare 
Canada will expand the 
National Clearinghouse 
on Family Violence 
fourfold. This will allow 
the Clearinghouse to 
respond to 15,000 
enquiries per year. The 
Clearinghouse will: 


L] up-date and expand 
its collection of public 
and professional 
education resources, 
including videos, fact 
sheets, research reports 
and state-of-the-art 
reviews; 


L] work with provincial, 
territorial, regional and 
local resource centres to 
establish a national 
information network on 
the prevention of family 
violence; and 


make it easier for 
Canadians to get infor- 
mation quickly and 
directly through its 
toll-free line: 
1-800-267-1291. 


The federal partners 


Six federal departments and agencies are 
working together on the new Initiative: 
Health and Welfare Canada, Justice 
Canada, Solicitor General, Secretary of 
State, Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development and the Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation. Status of 
Women Canada and the Seniors 
Secretariat will be making sure that 
women and seniors are kept informed of 
the federal government’s Initiative’s 
action on family violence. 


Funding has been allocated through the 
federal partners over four years as 
follows: 


Health and Welfare 


Canada $55.6 million 


Solicitor General 


lOnG@alnada IS soawlbirora 


Justice Canada 7 Acimillion 


Secretary of State 7.7 million 


Indian Affairs and 


Northern Development 21.6 million 


Canada Mortgage and 


Housing Corporation 21.0 million 


The departments will be working with 
provincial and territorial governments, 
regional and municipal governments, 
community groups, professional 
associations and committed individuals. 
For more information about their roles 
in the Initiative... 


General Information 


For general information about the Initiative, and specific 
information about health and social service activities 
contact: 


Family Violence Prevention Division 
Social Service Programs Branch 
Health and Welfare Canada 
OTTAWA, Ontario 


KIA 1B5 
Telephone: 1-800-267-1291 
PAX: 1-613-957-4247 


Criminal Justice 
For information about criminal justice activities contact: 


Criminal and Family Law Policy Directorate (policy) 
Department of Justice 
OTTAWA, Ontario 


KIA 0OH8 

Telephone: 1-613-957-4717 
PAX 1-613-957-4697 
or 


Discretionary Funds Section (funding) 
Research and Development Directorate 
Department of Justice 

OTTAWA, Ontario 


KIA OH8 

Telephone: 1-613-957-4342 
PAX: 1-613-957-2491 
or 


Ministry Committee on Family Violence 
Solicitor General Canada 

340 Laurier Avenue West, 8th Floor 
OTTAWA, Ontario 

K1A OP8 

Attention: J. de Verteuil, Chair 
Telephone: 1-613-990-2702 

FAX: 1-613-993-5252 


Housing Programs 


For information about housing programs, contact 


Program Operations Division 

Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 
682 Montreal Road 

OTTAWA, Ontario 


KIA OP7 
Telephone: 1-613-748-2708 
TYAS 1-613-745-1643 


or regional and branch offices of Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation listed in the blue pages of your 
telephone book under Government of Canada 


Programs for Aboriginal People 


For information about programs for aboriginal people on 
reserve and Inuit, contact 


Social Services Directorate 
Indian and Northern Affairs 
17th Floor, 10 Wellington Street 
Les Terrasses de la Chaudiére 
OTTAWA, Ontario 


KIA OH4 

Telephone: 1-819-994-3995 

FAX: 1-819-997-0511 or 1-819-953-4175 
or 


National Native Alcohol and Drug Abuse Program 
Medical Services Branch 

Health and Welfare Canada 

11th Floor, Jeanne Mance Building 

Tunney’s Pasture 

Ottawa, Ontario 


KIA OL3 
Telephone: 1-613-957-3387 
FAX: 1-613-957-9969 


Community Action 


For information about community action aimed at the 
needs of doubly-disadvantaged women, people with 
disabilities, members of immigrant and visible minority 
communities and aboriginal people contact: 


Corporate Policy Branch 

Departments of the Secretary of State and 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 

Ottawa, Ontario 


KIA OM5 

Telephone: 1-819-994-2453 
FAX: 1-819-997-7836 
or 


The Women’s Program 
Department of the Secretary of State 
Ottawa, Ontario 


KIA OM5 

Telephone: 1-819-994-5455 
PAX: 1-819-994-3220 
or 


Regional and district offices of the Department of the 
Secretary of State listed in the blue pages of the 
telephone book under Government of Canada. 


It is up to everyone to get involved. No less than the concerted involvement of all 
Canadians is needed to prevent family violence. The future of our children, tomorrow’s 
women and men, depends on us. What could be more important? 
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